PACIFIC LEATHERBACK SURVIVAL CONFERENCE
APRIL 22-25, 2002
RESOLUTION
WHEREAS leatherback sea turtles have existed in Earth's oceans for over a hundred million years;
WHEREAS leatherback sea turtles are an important component of marine ecosystems;
WHEREAS we deeply believe in and firmly assert the leatherback turtles’ right to exist;

WHEREAS leatherback turtles are valued for scientific, socioeconomic, and cultural reasons;

WHEREAS the Pacific leatherback turtle nesting population has plummeted from 91,000 in 1980 to less than
5,000 in 2002;

WHEREAS the Pacific leatherback turtle has shown a 95% decline throughout its range in the last 22 years and is
in imminent danger of extinction;

WHEREAS the principal threats to Pacific leatherback turtles are pelagic longlines, gillnets, unsustainable
exploitation of eggs and destruction of nesting habitat;

WHEREAS pelagic longline and gillnet fisheries are causing unsustainable mortality to sea turtles, seabirds,
sharks, bluefin tuna, billfish and other species;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
The undersigned Pacific Leatherback Survival Conferees:

Request that the governments of all nations where Pacific leatherback turtles nest immediately protect these sites,
stop egg collection and maximize hatchling survival,

Request that emergency national and international funds be appropriated to implement all conservation actions
necessary for the survival of the species;

Call on the United Nations, United States and all other nations to institute a moratorium on pelagic longline,
gillnet and other fisheries harmful to Pacific leatherback turtles until such activities can be conducted without
harm to the species, with allocation of transitional aid to affected fishers and communities.

Signed this day the 25" of April, 2002, at the Asilomar Conference Center, Monterey, California,
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